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Dates to Remember
Monday, April 16 - 

Friday, April 20 
PSSA Testing 

Math

Monday, April 23 - 
Friday, April 27 

PSSA Testing 
Science

Thursday, May 10 
Board of Directors Meeting 
6:30 p.m. in the South Park  

High School Cafeteria

Tuesday, May 15 
No School for Students 

Act 80 Day

District Launching Key Communicator Council
The South Park School District is establishing a key 
communicator council. This group, which will include 
parents, students, community members, faculty, staff and 
school board members, will meet once quarterly to discuss 
the communication efforts of the district and to discuss new 
ways to effectively reach South Park families, community 
members, faculty and staff.

Parents and community members who wish to apply to 
be on the key communicator council should complete the 

online application by clicking here. Please note, we can only accept a certain number of parents 
and community members. 

The quarterly meetings will be held on a weeknight.

The application period closes on Friday, May 11. We hope to have the first key communicator 
council meeting by the end of the school year.

For more information, please contact Patrick Harrigan at (412) 655-3111, extension 1002 or email 
him at patrick.harrigan@sparksd.org.

High School Concert Band Shines  
at Music Performance Assessment

The South Park High School concert band, led by Mrs. Kendra Barbone, participated in its first 
music performance assessment, hosted by PMEA at Upper St. Clair High School on Thursday, 
April 12. The band prepared two concert pieces to be assessed by a panel of three judges and 
did a sight-reading performance of a piece they had never seen before. 

Each judge gave the band feedback and a score based on five music evaluation areas. The 
concert band received ratings of excellent on their prepared pieces and a rating of superior, the 
highest possible rating, on the sight-reading.

Special Needs Expo 
Scheduled

The third annual Southwestern 
PA Special Needs Fair and Expo 
is scheduled for Saturday, April 
28 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Pathfinder School (50 Donati 
Road, Bethel Park, PA).  

This free event is open to the 
public and features indoor 
and outdoor activities. Some 
scheduled activities include 
music and dance performances, 
playtime with therapy dogs and 
face-painting.

Professionals representing a 
number of services will be there 
to speak with attendees.

“Take Your Child to Work Day” is Thursday, April 26. The absence form is available by clicking 
here. Students who will be participating in “Take Your Child to Work Day” must return the 
completed form to their homeroom teacher by Wednesday, April 25. No written excuses for 
participating in “Take Your Child to Work Day” will be accepted. 
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South Park Junior Named Carson ScholarPreschool 
Students Get 
Up Close with 

Animals

South Park High School junior Cathryn Holmes has 
been named a 2018 Carson Scholar. Cathryn is one of 
501 students nationwide to be named a 2018 Carson 
Scholar.

Carson Scholars are students who demonstrate 
kindness to others and dedication to academics.

Cathryn will receive a $1,000 scholarship. She was 
recognized at an awards banquet in Pittsburgh earlier 
this month. 

Congratulations, Cathryn!

High School Students Welcome Elementary 
& Middle School Students for Annual Brain Drain

Brain Drain is an annual event hosted by high school gifted students for middle school and 
elementary center students. The high school students create the day’s games and activities. The 
highlight of this year’s Brain Drain was an escape room created by Josh Bennett and Joe Irwin 
with the help of high school librarian Carrie Finberg. 

Elementary Center Students  
Raise $4,000 for American Heart Association

South Park Elementary Center students were jumping rope for a good cause as part of Jump 
Rope for Heart.

Students raised money for the American Heart Association’s research and education initiatives 
and then got jumping in physical education class. Nearly $4,200 was raised.

Students in the Eagle 
Ridge Child Development 
preschool program and 
their high school buddies 
welcomed some wild guests 
on April 11 and 12 when 
the Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG 
Aquarium visited South Park 
High School.

Students got to learn more 
about each of the animals 
and even got to pet some of 
them. 

South Park senior Katlyn 
Pavlick was recently awarded 
the Bob Williams Memorial 
Rotary Scholarship. 

Safety the Focus of 
In-Service Training

South Park School District 
faculty, staff and administrators 
attended a school safety 
training session on Thursday, 
March 29 as part of the district’s 
in-service day.

South Park School District 
Police Officer Todd Naylor 
reviewed safety procedures 
and introduced new initiatives. 
Officer Naylor along with South 
Park Township Police Officer 
Rich Griffith led an ALICE safety 
training overview.
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South Park School District
2005 Eagle Ridge Drive 
South Park, PA 15129

(412) 655-3111

S t r e n g t h e n i n g  m i n d s . 
P o w e r i n g  f u t u r e s .

The South Park School District’s 
mission is to provide an educational 

atmosphere where all students 
have opportunities to discover 

their talents, develop their abilities 
and achieve the expectations 
embedded in our educational 

program to become responsible 
and productive members of society.

John Innocenti
 President     

Frank Wentzel
Vice President    

 
Mary Arrigo 

Treasurer

Lorraine Blackburn

David E. Palmer

Wayne Perry

Nicholas Rudolph

Patrick Sable

Norman Solomon

Board of Directors

The South Park School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, age, sex, disability or 
any other legally protected classification 

in its education programs, activities or 
employment practices. Announcement 

of this policy is in accordance with 
state and federal laws including Title 
IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title 

IX of the Educational Amendments 
of 1972, Sections 503 and 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age 

Discrimination Act of 1975, the  
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 

and the Pennsylvania Human  
Relations Act.

Student-Athlete Commits to Seton Hill
South Park senior Sam Hartman will continue his 
academic and athletic careers at Seton Hill University. 
Sam will compete in track and field.

Congratulations, Sam!

Dr. Furman Braves Obstacle Course After  
First Graders Surpass Reading Challenge

For the second time this year, first grade students have surpassed a reading challenge from 
Dr. Rob Furman, elementary center principal. Dr. Furman challenged the students to read 
2,000 books in two months. If they did, he said he would complete an obstacle course in the 
gymnasium. The students ended up reading 2,552 books. 

On April 13, Dr. Furman completed the obstacle course with a lot of support from the entire first 
grade class. The most challenging obstacle was walking across a balance beam while trying to 
avoid dozens of dodgeballs. Keep reading, first grade!

Environmental Club Visits Zoo
The South Park High School Environmental Club 
recently took a field trip to the Pittsburgh Zoo & 
PPG Aquarium. Students met a giraffe, kinkajou, 
binturong and macaw. They also visited the reptile 
house.

American Idol Contestant Visits South Park
Munhall native and American Idol contestant Gabby Barrett 
visited and talked with students at South Park Elementary 
Center and South Park High School on April 3.

Gabby encouraged South Park students to have the courage to 
pursue their own dreams.


